Secondary abdominal compartment syndrome: a potential threat for all trauma clinicians.
Post-injury abdominal compartment syndrome (ACS) is an increasingly recognised phenomenon in critical care. During the last decade, ACS had also been characterised in patients without abdominal injuries, referred to as secondary ACS. Recent investigation has described this elusive syndrome better, with up to 70% mortality. Regardless of the cause of the syndrome and the nature of any extra-abdominal injuries, secondary ACS is invariably associated with massive fluid resuscitation. With a reliable, predictive model and new monitoring techniques, trauma clinicians should be able to identify the high-risk patient and attenuate the impact of this syndrome.